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Norwma, high-priestess of the Druids, has clandestinely married Por.rio, a Roman pro-
eonsul, by whamm she has two children. Pollio accidentally beholds Apaicisa, a virgin of
the temple of Irminsul, for whom he conceives a violent passiun. She is won by his protesta-
tions, and consents to fly with him to Rome, Agﬁnisell, however, |:|_v the thouglt of the crime,
she seeks vut the high-priestess and makes a full confession, impluring to be absolved from her
vows. Norma accedes—the recollection of her own failings allaying any seruples on the
ground of her religious profession. Interrugating Adalgisa who her lover is, the young virgin
points to Pollio, who just then approaches them. Infuriated, Norma drives Pollio from her
presence, who, instead of extenuating his perfidy, glories in his love for Adaluisa. Norma
determines to make amends for her past errors h}" euufesaiug her gult, anid pe:'i.whing on the
funeral pile. As a last request she beseceies Adulgisa to take her chiliven to Pollie and
Lecome his spouse,  Adalgisa endeavours to dissuade Norma, and promises to intercede with
Pollin, and bring him back repentant.  Pollio, however, far from lister-ing to Adalyrisa, follows
her into the Temple, and is taken by the Druidical priests.  The punishment of his intrusion
is death. He is brought before the high-priestess. Norma will aid his escape if he will
renounce Adalgisa.  The Roman prefers death. One thing only renains for Norma.  She
proclaims her infamy and demunds to be led to death. Polliv, moved by her devotedness,
feels his old affection return, and ascends with her the funeral pile.

The scene is laid in Gaul, in the sacred forest, and in the temple of Irminsul.
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